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John 2.12-25  






The End at the Beginning  
John 2 > Emotional ROLLER COASTER: LONG MARCH of Jesus & Disciples

Go from Fun Wedding to Fearsome Whipping: Move from JOY to JUDGMENT
v. 12 After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother and brothers and his disciples. There they stayed for a few days.
BORN: Bethlehem/ RAISED: Nazareth/ MOVED: Capernaum– New Hometown

1. Mission of Jesus
WHEN did this HAPPEN?? > Question of Style and Structure of the Gospels

SYNOPTIC Gospels > Matthew, Mark, Luke > Story at END of Jesus Ministry

JOHN at BEGINNING: 2 Incidents?? Possibly – Jeremiah Cursed Temple 2 X’s

OR John’s LITERARY LIBERTY > Bring Forward DEFINING MOMENT 
// Luke 4 > Arranged by Luke to DEFINE Jesus > Isaiah 61 > Messiah for Poor 

This INCIDENT > Formative Event to Communicate PURPOSE of Jesus 

Ch 1 > John’s Job Description: Defined himself / NOW JESUS JOB DEFINED

FOUR Evangelists > Complimentary & Complete PICTURE:  Jesus & Mission

a. ‘Worked Up’

vs. 15-17 He made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. To those who sold doves he said, "Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father's house into a market!" His disciples remembered that it is written: "Zeal for your house will consume me."  

DISCIPLES REMEMBERED > John Long-Look Back on Jesus on Earth / 
John WROTE this Gospel by Inspiration of Spirit 50 years AFTER Resurrection
‘Hey, remember the time….’ Gradually Understood MOST SIGNIFICANT
HOLY SPIRIT > who Inspired the Apostles to write the NT > REMINDER

I have told you this, so that when the time comes you will remember that I warned you. I did not tell you this at first because I was with you.    John 16.4

Remembered Jesus This Day ALL WORKED UP: Full of ZEALOUS Energy
Ate 2 Bowls of Cheerios for Breakfast > Not Gentle Jesus Meek & Mild Today

DELIBERATE – CALCULATED – PREMEDITATED Act 

v.15 he made a whip

STRONG Physical ACT  > Does NOT SAY he HIT People or Animals

Nor Does it CLEARLY SAY he did NOT HIT Anyone or Anything  

SWINGING a WHIP > Clear Signal > He MEANS BUSINESS > Get Out!!
Last Week CHINESE Man CRACKING Whip in Park: Did not GO Close to See
Driven by ZEAL, PASSION for GLORY OF HIS FATHER GOD 

Literally CONSUMED by ZEAL > Did not BACK DOWN until Killed Him

Film RIGHTLY CALLED > PASSION of Christ > This Day Bring it ON! 

SOUL AGONY > Endures the Struggle > FIRE burns within Him

"I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! But I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is completed!  

Luke 12.49,50

PAUL felt GREAT SADDNESS for those who REJECT GOD’S TRUTH 

For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 





Philippians 3.18

Streams of tears flow from my eyes, for your law is not obeyed. Psalm 119.136

HOW ABOUT US? Do we have this ZEAL from God? ZEAL FOR GOD? 

What do WE get WORKED UP ABOUT? > What PUSHES our BUTTONS? 
Lots of FOLKS Around Here WORKED Up about  Rocky ISLANDS 

Let my heart be broken by that which breaks the heart of God.      Bob Pierce 
MISSIONARY to MUSLIM World > More CONFLICTS than CONVERTS 

I could not endure existence if Jesus were not glorified.

Henry Martyn

John 17 > Jesus INTIMATE COMMUNION with Father in Prayer > GLORY

OVERWHELMING REALIZATION > World MISSING this WONDER 

Jesus: “O Righteous Father, the world does not know you…”     John 17.25
b. Worship  > Jesus was WORKED UP for True Worship of the True God 

v. 13 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
John gives some IMPORTANT MARKERS for our UNDERSTANDING:

1. JEWISH Passover – Celebration at Temple in JUDEA
RESIDENTS of JUDEA were called “JEWS” by Galileans & Diaspora Hebrews 

2. UP to Jerusalem – Geographic > High Elevation / Prominence: Capital City

3. PASSOVER – John’s DENOTES Jesus Going to 3 Consecutive Passovers

14th of Jewish LUNAR month of NISAN (full moon, end March/begin April) 
Jesus was DEVOUT JEW > LAW commanded Faithful to Temple for Feasts 

John’s Gospel > 3 Times Jesus in Jerusalem for Passover > 3 Year MINISTRY
v. 16 To those who sold doves he said, "Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father's house into a market!" 

Not AGAINST CAPITALISM > or FUND RAISING > or even SHOPPING 

Cattle Needed to be Sold > Millions of Jews came for Passover Sacrifices

Money Needed to be Changed > Temple Tax had to be PAID

BUT God’s House is NOT 5 Star Golden Bazaar > HE Entertains NO RIVALS 

Jesus gets WORKED UP about WORSHIP > GLORY of God Highest Priority

GOD does NOT NEED Anything > If He Did, He would NOT BE GOD

BUT God is SEEKING Worship > Pure, In Spirit and Truth

1st Commandment:  You shall have no other gods before me. 

Exodus 20.3

Worship > MORE IMPORTANT than Cell Phone / Girl Friend / Day Dreaming 
WORSHIP > Is the MAIN EVENT of Heaven > Eternal Joy of God’s People 
…true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.




 John 4.23

c. World 

v. 14 In the temple courts he found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money.

SYNOPTIC GOSPELS > turned Court of Gentiles > into Jerusalem Wal-Mart 

COURT was SYMBOL of God’s GLOBAL Concern > For ALL PEOPLES 

As he taught them, he said, "Is it not written: 'My house will be called 

a house of prayer for all nations'? But you have made it 'a den of robbers.'" 

             










Mark 11.17

JOHN > LAST of 4 Gospels > After DESTRUCTION of Temple, 70 AD

How Could Jesus be MESSIAH of Israel > King of Jews Kingdom BROKEN??

Jewish HIGH PRIEST CAIAPHAS > Unknowingly PREACHED CROSS

As high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, and not only for that nation but also for the scattered children of God, to bring them together and make them one.



John 11.51-52

BLESSING of Abraham > 2000 yrs BEFORE Jesus > for ALL NATIONS 

…all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.

Genesis 12.3

TESTIMONY of SAMARITAN VILLAGERS > Met Jesus Themselves: 

We know that this man really is the Savior of the world.

  John 4.42

Jesus was WORKED UP about WORSHIP for the WORLD > So should We! 

The Church of Jesus Christ is the only organization which exists solely for the benefit of its non-members. 


Archbishop William Temple 

2. Misunderstanding of the Jews

a. Demands  > Chapter 2 – Jesus turned WATER into WINE 

Jews SAW Sign of Jesus’ Powerful, Fearless, Authority > Cleared Temple
Evident they thought HIM More than EMOTIONALLY Unstable HOOLIGAN! 

SNEAKING SUSPICION that He MIGHT Just be a HEAVEN-SENT Prophet

v. 18 Then the Jews demanded of him, "What miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?" 
NOT SATISFIED > INSATIABLE DESIRE FOR MORE MIRACLES

CONTINUAL PROBLEM > Day of Jesus AND IN OUR DAY TODAY! 

As the crowds increased, Jesus said, "This is a wicked generation. It asks for a miraculous sign….








Luke 11.29
A sign that would satisfy them…would have signaled the domestication of God. That sort of ‘God’ does powerful stunts to maintain allegiance.    Don Carson 

b. Destruction  Jesus Promises VIOLENT END is Coming 

v. 19 Jesus answered, "Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days." 

DEATH of JESUS brings END of Saving Grace thru JEWISH RELIGION 

END of Jew’s EXCLUSIVE CLAIM on God’s GRACE and COVENANT 

Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.  Matthew 27.50-51
NOW WAY to GOD is WIDE OPEN > in JESUS WHOLE WORLD COMES

ONE NATION’s RIGHT > NOW become MANY Nation’s OPPORTUNITY 

For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  











John 1.17
…you who are Gentiles by birth…you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ.  Ephesians 2.11-13

c. Delusion > Jews felt SO SECURE / Great Temple > INVINCIBILITY

v. 20 The Jews replied, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?"  

ALREADY 46 Years of Building > Would be 37 MORE YEARS of Building

6 years AFTER COMPLETION > Torn Down by ROMAN ARMIES 70 AD. 
JOHN Writes AFTER this Temple of HEROD was DESTROYED
Paul: “Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved.  For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge.”  



Romans 10.1-2

21st Century > MORE Religious than EVER: Bloody Trail of Bombs & Carnage

People HEARING GOD’S VOICE > Trust OWN REASON and ABILITY

There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death. 

Proverbs 14.12

VEIL Remains over the EYES of the JEWS to THIS DAY > Only Jesus Lifts
ALL the SIGNS of Jesus Ministry intended to PROVOKE Jews to Read Scripture
Failed to READ Word of Father / Failed to RECOGNIZE Word made FLESH
A Christian who FAILS to Study Scripture? Jesus calls them FOOLS! 

MUST Make it EMPHATICALLY CLEAR - 


There is NO KNOWLEDGE of God Apart from JESUS CHRIST


There is NO KNOWLEDGE of JESUS CHRIST apart from the BIBLE

d. Deafness   They HEARD but DID NOT Really HEAR


v. 21 But the temple he had spoken of was his body. 

OT PROPHETS > had Promised Coming of Messiah > Could NOT HEAR 

John 3 > Jesus to Nicodemus > ‘You must be born again’

TEACHER of ISRAEL: “How can I man go back into his mother’s womb?”
John 4 > Jesus > You could have asked me for living water. 

Samaritan Woman > How can you get that, you don’t have a bucket or rope? 

They may be ever seeing but never perceiving, and ever hearing but never understanding; otherwise they might turn and be forgiven!
Mark 4.12

My zeal wears me out, for my enemies ignore your words.     Psalm 119.139

What I now realize very clearly and am ready to confess…when I could not hear God’s voice I was not really listening. I was partly listening perhaps – giving as it were, one ear to God’s commandments; but no promise is made in the Bible to those who partly listen, but only to those who hearken diligently…There were certain things I did not want to hear. They would be too inconvenient, too upsetting, too exciting. The readjustment they would involve would be too painful.           







    John Baillie

e. Diligence  DISCIPLES GAINED UNDERSTANDING THRU SCRIPTURE

v. 17 His disciples remembered that it is written
v. 22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.

They did NOT LOOK to their FEELINGS, TRADITION, or EXPERIENCE

They LOOKED to WORD OF GOD > thru the Word they UNDERSTOOD

UNEDUCATED Fisherman > More Wisdom than these JEWISH SCHOLARS

I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands. 

Psalm 119.10

In His Prayer for US – as BELIEVERS – Jesus Prayed: 

Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 


John 17.17

3. Mankind under Judgment

To attend a marriage feast and to cleanse the temple were among the first acts of our Lord’s ministry at his first coming. To purify the whole visible church and hold a marriage supper will be among his first acts when he comes again.         

J.C. Ryle 

a. Knowledge > Perfect JUDGMENT based on Perfect KNOWLEDGE

vs. 24,25  he knew all men. He did not need man's testimony about man, for he knew what was in a man. 

Varying DEGREES of SINFULNESS > THINK Some People NOT TOO BAD

Surely DISCIPLES who BELIEVE are BETTER than UNBELIEVING JEWS 

Jesus did not see ANYTHING COMPLETELY GOOD in ANYONE 

There are two good men; one is not born and the other is dead.   Chinese Proverb 

We are LIKE MOON > One Side Bright / Other Side Dark

God EVEN SEES to the DARK SIDE OF THE MOON

Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight; everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.    Hebrews 4.13

b. Caution

vs. 23,24 Now while he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many people saw the miraculous signs he was doing and believed in his name.  But Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he knew all men. 

Entrust = ‘Believe’ / Lit. They believed in Jesus, but He did not believe in them. 

Jesus was FILLED WITH ZEAL > but He would NOT JOIN ‘Zealot’ Party

John 6 > Jesus FED More than 5000 People > Bread and Fish 

THEN He told them ‘I am the Bread of Life’ > they ALL RAN AWAY! 

ONLY GOD can SEE our HEARTS > Sometimes SHOCKING BETRAYALS

Wife can look at Husband of Many Years > ‘I NEVER REALLY Loved You!’ 

1000’s of CURIOSITY SEEKERS Followed Jesus > Died on Cross ALONE 

FALLEN, SINFUL WORLD > Some Leave Church > People are Hypocrites

Tell them to COME BACK > There’s always ROOM FOR ONE MORE! 

Living by FAITH > Does not ELIMINATE REALISM, Healthy Skepticism

GOD Can ALWAYS be TRUSTED > Man can SOMETIMES be Trusted

HOPE FOR THE BEST >> EXPECT THE WORST

Pastor in Hawaii > Conducted Many Funerals > MINISTRY OF DEATH

Worked Hard at Funeral Sermons // Rat’s Tail > SHORT and to the POINT

Emotional Time > Vulnerable, Fearful, Facing Death > Tears and Uncertainty

Staring at Corpse > No one wants to Die > Want Eternal Life?? YES!!

6 Years There > Several Thousand Funeral Attendees Heard Gospel Messages

Probably CRIED Several Liters of TEARS

I do NOT KNOW of Anyone who REPENTED and TODAY Follow Jesus

I only Pray that GOD KNOWS SOME > and that they HAVE FOUND HIM!

PAUL Describes Grim Future for CHURCH > SOME Apostasy and Apathy 

Hard to Trust People> Wander from Truth > God’s Foundation STANDS FIRM

…(some) have wandered away from the truth…Nevertheless, God's solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscription: "The Lord knows those who are his," and, "Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord must turn away from wickedness." 
2 Timothy 2.16-19

Jesus who CLEANSED DEFILED TEMPLE > can Clean DIRTY HEARTS

World of BROKEN PROMISES > Sure HOPE of Unchanging WORD of GOD

Great News > Risen Lord Jesus > CLEANS INSIDE AND OUT

1977 Jackson, MS > Preacher: Big Black American, Shaved Head “Mr. Clean”

 Title: “Four Things God Does NOT Know!” 
1.  God does not know a sin He does not hate.

2.  God does not know a sinner He does not love.

3.  God does not know any way of salvation except through the blood of Jesus.

4.  God does not know a better time to be saved than right now.    * * * * * 

John 2.12 After this he went down to Capernaum, with his mother and his brothers and his disciples, and they stayed there for a few days. 13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. 15 And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. 16 And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make my Father's house a house of trade.” 17 His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18 So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21 But he was speaking about the temple of his body. 22 When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name when they saw the signs that he was doing. 24 But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people 25 and needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in man.
